Top 10 Tips for successful fundraising
1. Start early and set a target – Give yourself as much time as possible to raise the money and if you haven’t already got a sponsorship target then set yourself one.
2. Make a plan – Break down your fundraising into different ideas e.g. sponsorship, events, collections, through work etc. Think of as many different ideas as possible and then if some of your ideas don’t work, you’ll have plenty more to fall back on.
3. Fundraise online – Set up an online fundraising page (see the online fundraising section for more information). Fundraising online is simple and effective and it’s also a great way of getting donations from people that you don’t see regularly. Add an auto signature to your emails at work with a link to your online fundraising page.
4. Use new media - Tell everyone about your fundraising via Facebook and Twitter. 
5. Make the most of gift aid - Orchid can claim 28% extra on all donations from UK taxpayers so make the most of it wherever possible. 
6. Make the most of your sponsorship form -  Start your sponsorship form off with your best supporters to encourage others to follow suit! Take copies of your forms and give them to family members and close friends and ask them to collect sponsorship on your behalf. Carry your sponsorship form with you wherever you go and put it up at work, at your gym/sport club etc. 

7. Fundraising at work – Ask your colleagues to sponsor you and remember payday is a good time to ask people! Organise an event at work such as a cake sale, dress down day etc. Check with your company whether they have a matched-giving policy – and if they don’t, find out if they would be willing to sponsor you.
8. Contact the media - Contact your local press and tell them what you are doing. It’s a great way to generate interest in your fundraising and it will also help to raise awareness of male cancer. Orchid offer prizes at the end of each year for the best media coverage so you’ve got to be in it to win it!
9. Never miss an opportunity - Remember if you don’t ask you don’t get.  So get talking to everyone you know and everyone they know! Never feel guilty about asking people to sponsor you – they can always say no. Try and collect the money straight away to save you time and energy trying to track people down later.
10. Ask for help - Remember we are here to help so please get in touch if you have any questions at all. We can also provide fundraising materials such as collection boxes, pin badges, balloons, banners, posters etc. Contact the Orchid Events Fundraising Team on 020 7601 8259 (Lucy) / 020 7601 8486 (Anne) / 020 7601 7895 (Caz) or email events@orchid-cancer.org.uk
