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Orchid – The Use of Animals in Medical Research

Introduction
Over 37,500 men are diagnosed in the UK every year with a male specific cancer – prostate, testicular or penile cancer. Orchid is committed to supporting high quality, medical research programmes into the causes, prevention, treatment and management of these male specific cancers.

Research projects funded by the Charity involve studies using test-tube and cell culture work, computer simulations, clinical trials and human tissue analyses. Current projects do not involve the direct use of animals, however we recognise that in the future there may be potentially life-saving research we fund which will depend on the use of animals. 
This is not an issue that we or any of our research teams take lightly. We will support work involving the use of animals where no alternative exists and where it is carried out according to best practice as laid down in legislation.

Position Statement
Orchid will adhere to guidance from the Association of Medical Research Charities (AMRC) and the Home Office when considering any research programme involving the use of animals in the future. The Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986 and guidance from the Home Office safeguard the welfare and well-being of animals used in research while enabling important work to be carried out. These are widely considered to be the best regulations for such work anywhere in the world. 

Our conditions of grant awards will require and encourage grant-holders to reduce the number of animals used in an experiment to the minimum necessary for reliable results, to refine the experimental procedures to minimise the pain, suffering or distress caused to animals and to replace animal experiments wherever possible by non-animal methods.

Orchid will be open, transparent and honest in response to any enquiry concerning the Charity’s support of projects involving the use of animals. We will only support research involving the use of animals if:

· it is fully compliant with current Home Office legislation plus any related codes of conduct or guidance issued by relevant government departments and the specific conditions of licences and certificates. 
· it has been approved by host establishments* and local ethics committees (when collaborating with laboratories overseas, or where animal facilities are provided by third parties, researchers and the local ethics committee in the UK should satisfy themselves that welfare standards are consistent with those required under UK legislation e.g. the Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986 and are applied and maintained).

· it has been independently peer-reviewed by Orchid’s Scientific Advisory Board.
· if due consideration has been given to the refinement, reduction or replacement of the animals in the research and no viable alternatives exist.

It will not, however, be our policy to identify the individual projects (or persons), funded by Orchid that involve the use of animals.
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*eg. Barts and The London School of Medicine, QMUL

